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1. Felix VEJARANO, representing the Oonfederacion de Derechas Monarquicas, 
Visited President Jose Antonio de AGUIRRE of the Basque Governnent-in-fxi le 
on 2 December 1948 to “axchange impressions on matters of common intereat* 
and to learn the Basque position regarding the Monarchi st-Socialist 
Tapprochement so that he could resort it formally to Don Juan and his 
Political Council. He planned to go to Lisbon the following week. The 
two-hour interview represented the first approach that a Monarchist, 
admittedly acting with authorit » bad made to the official representation 
of the Basque opposition, 


2. AGUIRRE said that before atating the poeition of the Basque Government he 
would like to hear certain tangible statements on the extent of the 
compromise between Monarchista and Socialists, especially regarding the 
provisional period, 


2 
3. VEVARANO denied that Luia VILLALLONGA, speaking in Blarritz ehortly vrior 

to this interview, had Monarchist authorization to make positive statements 
concerning an interim regency in the nature of a triumvirate comvosed of 
the Duke of ALBA, the Infante Alfonso de ORLYANS and Bishop PILDAIN, which 
would dealenate a provisional government. VEJARAHO said that the agreement 
with the Socialists specified no provisional government, but referred to an 
interim period, the means of government to be determined by the circumstances 
prevailing. (Washington Comment. PILDAIN ia Bishop of the Canary Islands. ). 


4. AGUIRE® replied that these Statements contradicted point 8 of the Monarchi st- 
Socialist pact. VEJARANO said that whet actually existed between the 
Monarchists and the Socialists Was an agreement on the methode which mist 
govern the interim period, 


5. AGUIRRE anavered that popular opinion would deplore this indecision, and 
warned that a disposition to restore the Monarchy without a prior election 
would be dangerous for its effecte on the future. VEJARANO stated that tie 
election was the core of the Monarchist-Socialist accord, and that while 
circumstances of its conduct were not determinable, 1% certainly would be ~ 
conducted in complete freedom. 


aT a PO CATION Saoumne /COmTROL ~ U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY a 
A| [Alnsre” [| DISTRIBUTION a a os 
ECL DT a ae PSP : 


| eC = 


o3F OO... | Pacument No. Soe Sy 
—— Sie ce a a 
gem NO CHANGE arr-elass NB 

This doc : Re ee we 

uMent jg B DEC i 7 

CONF Iara PY foGraded i a aa bs 

VONFIDEN TA ASCOT rey wie ve : Cidge e, "9 ‘N fe r é ‘ 

Stier ha Soe ate eae AEP .E Lier con aoa. 

Wear ne a oe ee ~ ube E for 7F 
eM EE ge Be a 


| (Apptéved For Release 1999/09/0$ : CIA-RDP82-00457RO0: 22OBBS-27 7/187 
pee re a Vee Date: 1 MAY 1979 Bys _O aC 
beoey = Ree ge DF P 


Approved For Release 1 9@8880N0 SCORIAEIDP 82-0045 TRO022803820N05-2 25X1A2g 


TPG oscn AGENCY -—— 


&. AGUIRRE asked for an explanation of the interview between Don Juan and 
General FRANCO, VEJARANO replied that while the Pretender approved the 
Monarcalat-Socialisat contacts, he had not particinated in any agreement 
ang therefore was free to tal with FRANCO, at the request of the Cautillo. 
Don Juan granted the iaterview upon the suggestion by Army officers that 
hefere establishing contacts with the democratic elements the Pretender 
should maka an effort to arrive ap’ an agreement with FRANCO. By this 
procedure he had put himself in a position later to say to the Army that 
he had done hia part to induce FRANCO to turn over the power. VEJARANO 

' added that there were two elements that could accelerate the fall of 
FRANCO: first, the continued isolation of the regime from the UN, and 
Second, the abandonment by the military nen of hope for outside (financial) 
aid as long as FRANCO remained, and thelr coneequent turning to Don Juan. 


7, AGUIRKE replied that VEJARANO'S remarks were very far from the spirit 
which had been attributed to the agreement with the Socialists, because 
they constituted simply a plan to install the Monarchy. He suggested 
that i% would be well to analyze the Monarchist position as to other 2 
evolutionary solutions; for example, a military directorate which wight 
take the power from FRANCO, VEJARANO rejected the idea of a military 
directorate, although he conceded that with civilian elements it might 
constitute an acceptable government to normalize the interim situation. 


8, VEJANANO said that the Monarchiats wanted the collaboration of all the 
demecratic anti-Communist political, social and regional groups, in svite | 
of strong objectiona from conservative Monarchiat circles. 


9. AGUIRES explained that the Basque Government-in-Exile, which he said 
represents the last free azpression of the Basques, wlll not give u> its 
mandate until the people, in a free election, ratify or change 1t. From 
thie it follows that the Basque Government can neither make a pact nor commit 
itself to anyone before tlie people have shown their will. However, the 
Government leaves the political pertiees which conmose 1¢ free to make 
whatever commitments they desire, arriving at whatever agreements may be 
necessary for the ultimate objective of opening ways for the free expression 
of the popular will, All the parties would favor autonomy in an election. 
If in order to achieve a free election they believe it opportune to maxe 
& pact with the Monarchists, they may do so. AGUIRRE emphasized the Basque 
position that autonomy was not a zift obtained during the Civil War to 
revard Basque resistance, but that 1% was the result of a long process of 
negotiation, beginning in 1931 and terminating with the approval of the 
Statute of Autonomy by the Parliamentary Commission of Madrid, prior to 
the Civil War, AGUIRRE said that the Basque people felt toward the 
Monarchy an isfinite suspiciov. (sic), and therefore would be-inclined 
toward a republic. He himself, he said, favored the republican systen, 
belleving that the future was going in that direction rather than toward 
the restoration of monarchies, VEJARANO asked what AGUIBRE'S reaction 
would be if the Monarchy recognized the aspirations of the Basques. 
AGUIREE replied that it wes his belief that any formula which accepted the 
Fesults of the free expression of the Basque people's will would have a 
geod recestion, He warned that 1% would be useleas to sveak of purely 
administrative autonomy, such as administration of rads, sanitation and 
other like matters. Autonomy would have to be political. VEVJARANO asa 
@ented, inelsting that Basque demands could be fully satisfied. 


10. VEJahANO said that the liaison comalttss shortly to be formed was the coat 
25X1AG6a important part of the agreement wlth the Socialists, Ho named the persons whe ao 
far had been designated to form the committee. Comment. The 
fame persons were mentioned as have previously been regorted in 
except that Trifon GOMEZ, representing Indalecio PRIETO, was cited inetead 
of FricTO, whose health is very poor Also VRJARANO did not specifically 
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cite ANSALDO) AGUIRRE asked why the Duke of ALBA or similar personalities 
were not membere of the committee, if they were in favor of the accord 
with the Socialists. VEJARANO anewered that the Duke of ALBA, General 


KINDELAN and General ARANDA, among cther persons, had definitely supported 


the accord; that the Duke of ALBA was unable to obtain a passport to. 


leave Spain, but that 1t was possible that both he and KINDELAN would 


come to France if they succeeded in obtaining passports. General ARANDA'S 
interest was demonstrated by the fact that he had delivered te the Funbasaies 


in Madrid a document in which Don Juan (sic) committed hi pect 
he terme of the accord, if the Monarchy were restored. Comment. 


reported that delivery of such a Monarchist note to the US, British 
and French Embassies in Madrid had been made on 15 November 1948.) 


AGUIRRE inquired as to the Monarchiats' vrogress in penetration of the 
Army. VEJARANO replied that it was slow, but satisfactory. Military 
supoort he eaid, would come en mase along with the adherence of the 
leaders who atill are hesitating. Among them he cited Generals Juan YAGUE 
Blanco, Mipuel PONTE y Manso, and Jose SOLCHAGA Zala. Dismissing the pro- 
FRANCO Monarchiste as being no obstacle to a transfer of power, VEJARANO 
said that in his judgment the most important task for the Monarchists was 
a Trammrochement with the democratic opposition elements. 


Returning to the liaison committee, VEJARANO said that even if there wera 
another interview between Don Juan and FRANCO ~ a diatinet vossibllity, he 
thought~ and an agreement reached for the transfer of power, nothing would 
be done without the liaison Committee's knowing ite terme and conditions. 
The Iiaison Committee, he assured AGUIRRE, would have the opvsortunity to 
accept or reject the arrangements. 
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